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CLAREMONT SERVING ELEMENTARY STUDENTS
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PROGRAMS

MISSION To help elementary-school children enhance their academic,

organizational and social skills by providing high-quality after-school programs
in Claremont Unified School District neighborhoods.

Teachers Give Tutors Tools for Early Readers

Jeanne Merrill, Margaret Russell,
and Karen Corrette, retired Chaparral
teachers, recently offered two tutor
workshops focused on teaching
young children “sight words.” While
teaching, they were aware of CLASP,
but when Margaret became a tutor
this fall, she realized the full impact
of CLASP on students.

Margaret, Jeanne, and Karen together
have over 100 years of teaching
experience. As former colleagues

and friends, they agreed, when asked
by CLASP Director, Jan Creasey, to
team up to share their wisdom.

As Karen noted: “Reading is the

root to all learning. In the early
grades students are being asked to
summarize, make inferences and look
closely at all types of text. They need
to respond to text with comprehen-
sive thoughts and reflection. Without
a solid foundation, students struggle
with finding meaning in text and get
lost in the process of reading.”

Why offer a workshop specifically

on teaching sight words? Margaret
says: “I believe strongly that students
have different learning strengths—
for example, visual, auditory, kinetic.
Sight words are the imperative base
for all reading.”

Enthusiastic tutors filled
both workshops, the first

in January, and the second
in March. Jan explained
what happened next: “They
undertook the daunting
task of testing each 1st,
2nd, and 3rd grader.”

“Armed with this infor-
mation, tutors knew where
to start the sight word
practice program with each
child. Providing a struc-
tured and easy-to-imple-
ment program for tutors to
use with CLASP students
is fantastic."

Jeanne, Margaret, and Karen

Tutor Michelle and Bridget
read together

Site supervisor Jim Keith
said, “Since our students
have a wide range of
sight-reading skills, the
customized worksheets

are very important.” As the tutors
filed out, they were clearly energized
to help their K-3 students become
better, more fluent readers.

Shivani reads with tutor Paul



TUTOR CORNER

Patrizia Richardson

“You should see the stickers I
have,” says tutor Patrizia. “Aliens,
globes, cupcakes, puffy ones, and
planets!” Patrizia has become
affectionately known as “the sticker
lady” among the Wheeler Park
students, who find motivation in
earning a sticker for each day of
completed homework, plus a bonus
sticker on Thursday to reward an
entire week’s worth of assignments
well done.

She initially became a CLASP tutor
last fall to fulfill a community
service requirement for a course

at Pitzer College, where she is in
the New Resources Program for
students of nontraditional college
age.

She stayed on after the require-
ment had been met. “I liked it and
enjoy watching the kids learn.
Sometimes it’s tiny steps; you don’t
see it immediately. But I enjoy
seeing their emotional and spiritual
growth—when children start to

get connected to the material and
develop a healthy attitude toward
their studies. It’s not just learning
about dinosaurs and the names

of rocks, but also about an under-
standing of how other cultures can
be beautiful.”

Patrizia will be nurturing her own
appreciation of other cultures this
summer as she travels to Morocco
and takes an Egyptology course at
Oxford University. The art history
major hopes to be able to continue

tutoring this fall because “I really
love the kids.”

CVA Contributes Revamped Study Space

Marsha Young, the community
manager at Claremont Village
Apartments (CVA), has long been a
champion for the CLASP site that
is hosted in the community room
at the apartment complex. She was
delighted to see that CVA’s new
owners, MRK Partners, and man-
agement company, Winn Residen-
tial, shared her enthusiasm for the
benefit that CLASP provides to the
residential community.

CLASP director, board members, and
site supervisor pack up the study site

When the aging buildings were due
for a renovation, the companies devised a plan that would provide maximum
improvement to the kids” homework space with minimum disruption to the
program. The study site got a total overhaul, including new flooring, updated
kitchen appliances and cabinets, all new furniture, and new computers.

This phase of the renovation was
carefully scheduled to coincide
with winter break, so that tutoring
wouldn't be interrupted.

“Tt’s a wonderful opportunity to
provide this updated space,” said
Marsha. “The kids who live here
are getting better grades. CLASP
is such a value to the community!"

CVA tutors work with students
in renovated study space

CLASP earns
Champions for Children Community Service Award

The West End Auxiliary of
the Children’s Fund chose
CLASP to receive its inaugural
“Champions for Children”
award for community service
on March 22nd at their
annual gala. The award honors
persons or groups who make
significant contributions to
their communities, serving as
role models for compassion
and service, while striving to
make the world a better place.

Greg Shapton accepts award
from Lou Ehresman, President,
West End Auxiliary of the Children’s fund



PRESIDENT’S LETTER STUDENT CORNER

We have come to the end of  grant writer, will help us secure even Aiden

a very successful 14th year  greater financial stability. We also have S £l 3rd erad
for CLASP. We provided creative and strong site supervisors at umner tlementary ord grade
154 elementary school each site, making certain that both our Good Shepherd Center
students with homework kids and their tutors have successful

help. Tutors came to our five  days together.
sites week-in and week-out
to help our CLASP
students with homework.
Through their generous donation of time,
knowledge, and encouragement, our tutors

Our tireless volunteer board and
committee members continue to
develop solutions to problems as they
arise, and provide strong support to the
organization. Our 4th annual Celebrate

have made a.meaningful difference, not CLASP Party last November was the
only in the lives of these kids, but also in ful th $52 000
he auality of our comrmunit most successful ever, with over $52,

the quality ¥ raised for CLASP!

Program Director, Jan Creasey, once again I thank all of you who have played a part

provided great leadership and direction, in CLASP thie vear. You make CLASP
aided by Office Assistant, Desiree Davison. . year. .
what it is: the vital community-based

Our new Tutor Coordinator, i o .
T , Raydie organization that helps kids succeed!
Buckley, found many new volunteer tutors

for our program. Kacey Ross, our new Greg Shapton
“Hooray ! “What will we play today?” When Aiden grows up, he wants
’ . ” Usually the rec leaders decide, to be a marine engineer. Then he
If S Rec T' me ! but sometimes the children do, or can build underwater robots that
At CLASP students spend an hour someone draws the name of an make exciting discoveries, like a
working with a tutor and an hour ac’FiVity out ofa hat. Sharks and megalod.on!. “That’s a humongous
laying with their friends under the minnows vies with soccer and shark Wl,fh jaws stronger than
playing capture the flag as favorites. a T-Rex,” Aiden explains to his

guidance of two recreation leaders. puzzled interviewer. “It existed

They often eat cheese sticks or Some days are for crafts. You 23 million years ago.” (Wikipedia

apples and relax after a long day in can make your own nametag, a agrees.) “People think it went

the classroom. thank-you note for your tutor, or extinct, but in Japan in 2017, they
a flower pen to may have spotted one.”
glve your mom At CLASP Aiden is sharpening his
on Mother’s Day. skills for the future. “I read very
(The colortul, fast,” he says. “And I like math. I'm
sticky tape for at a higher level than my class, and
the flowers is a [ add and subtract very fast, like
donation from one page in one minute. It’s super
Joann Fabrics.) easy!”

- Now in his third year at CLASP,
Enjoying a game of jacks Honor on a snack break Aiden has come a long way.

Site Supervisor Cristina Moreno
remembers that when he entered as
a first grader, he struggled to catch
up: “It was torture to get through

Rec leader Eileen Saldivar at
Claremont Village Apartments
introduced her kids to the game

of jacks. “They peecll to develop one page of homework.” Now, she
eye-hand coordination and motor says, “He’s one of our huge success
skills,” she says. The kids also stories.”

develop social skills: how to share, Aiden remembers that first year
ask politely for the scissors, take differently. “I used to be shy,” he
turns, follow the rules, be a good says. “I thought the other kids were
winner and a good loser. But the giants, but now I'm one!”

most important lesson? To treat
flower pen craft project each other with respect.
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Tutoring Sites

Volunteer tutors are welcome to join
CLASP throughout the school year.
Students may enroll at any time if space
is available.

Blaisdell Park Community Center
440 S. College Avenue

Mon., Thurs. 3:00 - 5:00 p.m.

Wed. 1:30 — 4:00 p.m.

Grades 4-6

Claremont Presbyterian Church
1111 N. Mountain Avenue

Mon., Tues., Thurs. 3:00 — 5:00 p.m.
Grades 4 -6

Claremont Village Apartments
965 W. Arrow Highway

Tues., Wed., Thurs. 3:15 — 5:15 p.m.
Grades 1-6

BOARD

David Nemer

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
1700 N. Towne Avenue
Mon., Tues. 3:00 — 5:00 p.m.

Wed. 1:30 — 3:30 p.m.
Grades K-3

Wheeler Park Recreation Center
626 Vista Drive

Mon., Tues., Thurs. 2:35 — 4:35 p.m.
Grades 1-3

YOU SHOP. AMAZON GIVES
AmazonSmile is a simple way to support
CLASP every time you shop, at no cost
to you.When you first visit Amazon-
Smile, enter “Claremont After-School
Programs, Inc.” Amazon will remember
your selection, and from then on, for
every eligible purchase you make on

this site, Amazon will donate 0.5% to
CLASP!
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Frank D’Emilio
Robin Gottuso
Carol Ivy
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Henry Krieger
Antoinette Lewis

Art Parker

Lissa Petersen
Astrid Petropoulos
Isabel Petropoulos
Skylar Segura
Greg Shapton
Amy Stanger

Cindy Sullivan

Kevin Ward
Teddie Warner

Ellen Townsend

Emeriti

Adar Belinkoff

Mary Caenepeel
Jeanne Hamilton
Carole Harter

Shirley Butler-Hughes
Claire Oxtoby
Barbara Shelley
Suzan Smith

Program Director

Jan Creasey
(909) 204-0127
clasp.office@gmail.com

Tutor Coordinator

Raydie Buckley
(909) 450-1079
office@clasp4kids.org

Office Assistant

Desiree Davison
(909) 736-7457
clasp.assistant@gmail.com

Ways to support CLASP

® Tutor
® Donate
e Contribute supplies

e Serve on a committee

www.clasp4kids.org
(909) 204-0127

Please join us to help CLASP kids!

Graphic Design/Mary Stoddard
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SERVING ELEMENTARY STUDENTS
IN THE CLAREMONT UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

THANK YOU, VOLUNTEERS !

CLASP thrives because of the outstanding commitment of hundreds of community volunteers

who donate thousands of hours to our program each year.

Our board members are volunteers, our tutors are volunteers, and our committee members are volunteers.

TUTOR VOLUNTEERS

We at CLASP, and especially our students, are fortunate to have all of you in our lives.
Thank you for your dedication and your unwavering passion for helping each child succeed.

102 Community Tutors

116 College Tutors

69 High School Tutors

13 Substitute Tutors
300 Total Tutors

COMMUNITY TUTORS
Nancy Ambrose

Maria Andrade

Harriet Archibald-Woodward
Cass Armstrong

Karen Arndt

Mary Atwood

Anne Bages

Bill Baker

Shirley Barton

Mary Beck

Pattie Beck

Dale Berger

Don Bidwell

Laura Bouamrane

Virginia Bower

Sandy Hardie-Townsend

Kristina Hays
Kay Held

Bryna Herbold
John Hughson
Alan Jack

Bev Jack

Jennifer Kern
Anita Klein

Bob Knell

Kiki Komura
Hank Krieger
Carol Ann Levey
Antoinette Lewis
Carolyn Loper

Raydie Buckley Steve Mancini
Chris Caenepeel Charlene Martin
Emily Camp Russ Martin
Kerry Castel de Oro Sue Mayfield
Betsey Coffman Jan McCoy

Elsie Considine Kristy McFadden
Clara Cordero Dean McHenry
Charles Daniel Judy McKee
Johnny DeBiase Jody Mentzer
Gloria Duckett Linda Meyer
Angie Fierro Diane Moore
Dan Gilbert Dian Moravek
Andrea Gordon Danielle Murillo
Judy Grabiner Jasmine Nazari

Ellen Hamilton
Steve Hamilton

Dean Nishimura
Connor Osgood

Laurie Perez

Dan Petersen

Lissa Petersen
Arlene Pirolo

Judi Pocock

Bill Popko

Jane Prendergast
Brianna Quinn
Joyce Raef

Robin Rapp

Pat Reed

Karyn Rees

Tom Riley

Collin Ring

Nancy Rodenbuecher-Daniel
Shirley Rude
Barbara Rugeley
Margaret Russell
Julianne Saltzer
Barbara Ann Sandoval
Greg Shapton
Dorothy Somers
Stu Stoddard

Greg Stout

Al Streyffeler
Mavis Streyffeler
Linda Tessier
Valerie Townes
Corinna Vallianatos
Tina Van Wert
Teri Vieth

Katina Vlastos
Susan Volz

Robert Waldman
Sylvia Walker
Carol West

Sonya Whatley
Elaine Wolfe

Bill Youngner
Francine Youngner

CLAREMONT HIGH SCHOOL TUTORS

Hanna Adler
Abigail Bodell
Lyna Bui

Alexis Callejas
Estefania Chavez
Clarie Chow

Kendall Chraplewski

Grace Chung
Catalina Davis
Siena DeMarco
Michelle Dinh
Paul Dinh

Bjorn Eichinger
Wolfe Eichinge
Deborah Eum
Selah Eum
Ammar Fakih
Michael Hyun
Afiya Imam
Chawan Kim
Joshua Logan
Daniela Lopez
Madeline Lowe
Sydney Martinez
Meghan Mason
William McCance
Mia McCollum
Miles Mezaki
Ellis Moffett

Lily Moore
Simone Murguia
Tamia Newman
Dao Nguyen

Lily Nguyen
Frances O’Leary
Katie O’Leary
Lila O’Leary
Akshay Patel
Noemie Poliquin
Astrid Petropoulos
Isabel Petropoulos
Bao Phung

Eila Planinc
Jaelyn Potts
Isabella Rivas
Leila Sacks
Joshua Sanchez
Anindita Singh
Sophia Spencer
Arlo Tanenbaum
Alayna Trejo
Amy Trinh
Paola Uribe

Nix Walker
Aleks Watkins
Isabelle Winnick

DIAMOND BAR
HIGH SCHOOL TUTORS

Philix Lin

WEBB SCHOOLS
TUTORS

Giselle Alrachid
Carly Granda
Vicky Gu
Cheyann Hamal
Jenny Hau
Nicholas Lee
Leslie Morales
Togrul Savalan
Elaine Shao
Emily Wang
Julia Yanez
Jonathan Zhang

EL ROBLE TUTORS

Denise Sierra
Selah Lewis



COLLEGE TUTORS

HARVEY MUDD COLLEGE

Geneva Ecola
Erica Quinn

PITZER COLLEGE

Tess Alcott

Blake Augustine
Danya Farah
Andrew Heffler
Madeline Mann
Grace McNiven
Madison Miller
Sean Poirier
Patrizia Richardson
Ed Sias

Crystal Sin

Kyle Sin
Whitney Wachtel
Yicheng Yuan

SCRIPPS COLLEGE

Marissa Langley
Carina Schick

UNIVERSITY OF LA VERNE

Layla Abbas
Jassim Al-Kuwari
Saber Almansouri
Shaikha Almawlani
Ashley Almaz
Rudy Arenas
Rachel Aspey
Jasmine Ayala
Sisi Bao

Rebecca Barton
Joseph Baum
Michael Bloomfield
Cierra Boess
Nathaniel Bradley
Austin Brown
Eashana Budhrani
Paige Bullock
Rudy Casarez
Maria Castanon
Sasha Chavez

Qi Chen
Alexander Cheng
Matthew Chon
Bryant Coronado
Alexandra Cortez
Jaren Cyrus

Jie Deng

Manuel Dorado
Ariana Dowell
Savannah Fisher
Chloe Flores
Melanie Fontelera
Rachel Frantz
Nicole Gabriel
Julie Garcia

Joann Gaters
Andrew Gonzalez
Natalie Gonzalez
Taylor Griffith
William Griswold
Rayna Harrison

Marilyn Henry
Derrick Hooks
Kyle Hough
Rihao Huang
Brandon Hudson
Ariana Huerta
Andrew Im
Kaylen Imset
Brandon Jamora
Alexa Jones
Andrew Jones
Maria Juncaj
Max Karim
Blake Keen
Kirsten Knobloch
Alina Lawrence
Jiajun Li

Joseph Lopez
Eric Lopez-Elwell
Luis Luna
Yifeng Ma

Alec Maldonado
Madison Marron
Hunter Miller
Laura Mora
Alexander Moreno
Brooke Mueller
Sonja Muir
Krista Nave
Isabella Noor
Tess Olcott
Liliana Orozco
Antonio Ortiz
Jeffrey Ouk
Maxine Padilla
Zitong Peng
Bryant Ramirez
Dante Ramirez
Octavio Ramirez
Analise Ramos
Joseph Sabers
Joseph Sanchez
Ashley Sayas
Cecil Sebastian
Carly Shipman

Estelle Smith
Jakob Tapia
Monique Troncoso
Shwe U

Gabriel Valenzuela
Brendon Wheeler
Jessica Williams
Joshua Williams
Chao Yan

Jinlei Ye

Kayla Yip

Jingwei Zhang

COMMITTEE VOLUNTEERS

In addition to our board members,

who devote much time and energy to CLASP as officers

and as chairs or members of committees,

these volunteers have served on our committees with

enthusiasm, creativity and commitment.

We deeply thank all of you
who have helped CLASP thrive this year.

Development
Don Pattison
Randy Prout
Edgar Reece

Program Support

Mary Caenepeel

Publicity
Linda Elderkin
Jennifer Helé
Mary Stoddard

Tutor Support
Laura Bouamrane
Ellen Hamilton
Arlene Pirolo
Jane Prendergast
Sylvia Walker

Annual Party fundraiser
Robin Leonhard

Rhonda Prout

Karen Rosenthal

Sarah Smizer

Mary Stoddard




